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REF: STATE 208244 

1 . SINCE THE MILITARY COUP IN 1967, WHICH PREVENTED PRESIDENT 
STEVENS AND HIS APC PARTY FROM TAKING OVER THE POWER THEY 
LEGITIMATELY WON IN AN OPEN ELECTION FOR NEARLY EIGHTEEN MONTHS, 
THE GOSL HAS NOT LOOKED FAVORABLY UPON ANY MILITARY REGIME 

IN AFRICA. NIGERIA IS NO EXCEPTION. STEVENS AND THE GOSL 
LOOK FORWARD TO A RETURN TO POWER IN NIGERIA OF A CIVILIAN- 
DOMINATED GOVERNMENT. 

2. DESPITE THIS PROCLIVITY, STEVENS AND HIS GOVERNMENT HAVE 
TRIED IN EVERYWAY POSSIBLE TO WOO THE NIGERIAN REGIME AND ON 
THE SURFACE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO ARE EXCELLENT. UNDER- 
NEATH, THE SIERRA LEONEANS ARE JEALOUS AND ENVIOUS OF NIGERIA'S 
WEALTH AND POWER AND DISAPPOINTED WITH NIGERIA'S LACK OF 
GENEROSITY. SIERRA LEONE DESPERATELY HOPES NIGERIA WILL 
FUNNEL SOME OF ITS OIL WEALTH INTO ASSISTANCE TO SIERRA 
LEONE. BUT DESPITE TWO "HAT-IN-HAND" TRIPS TO NIGERIA 

BY STEVENS TO MEET WITH GENERAL OBASANJO, THE RESULTS SO FAR 
HAVE BEEN NIL. SIERRA LEONE HOPES NIGERIA WILL SELL IT AND 
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OTHER AFRICAN "BROTHERS" OIL AT CUT-RATE PRICES. IN THIS 

IT HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTED AS WELL AS IN ITS HOPES THAT 

NIGERIA WILL ACT AS AFRICA'S ADVOCATE WITH OPEC FOR CONCESSIONARY 

PRICES AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, THE GOSL RECOGNIZES THAT NIGERIA IS A 
GIANT IN COMPARISON TO MOST COUNTRIES IN AFRICA DN IT IS 
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CAREFUL TO KEEP ITS DISAPPOINTMENTS WELL MASKED. NIGERIAN- 
SIERRA LEONE RELATIONS ARE ALWAYS PRAISED AND THE NIGERIAN 
HIGH COMMISSIONER HAS EASY ENTRY TO POWERFUL PERSONALITIES 
NOT ACCORDED TO THE GHANAIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER, WHO UNFORT- 
UNATELY IS A RETIRED COLONEL IN THE GHANAIAN ARMY AND NEVER 
LETS ANYONE FORGET IT. TECHNICIANS IN GOSL ARE AWARE THAT 
NIGERIA IS PAYING A LION'S SHARE FOR SUCH ACTIVITIES AS 
ECOWAS, WEST AFRICAN CLEARING HOUSE, WEST AFRICAN COUNCIL 
OF PHYSICIANS, ETC., AND DO NOT BEGRUDGE NIGERIAN PREDOMINANCE 
IN THESE SPECIALIZED ACTIVITIES. SOME POLITICIANS ALSO 
SEEM GRATEFUL TO HAVE NIGERIA AS A COUNTER-BALANCE TO WHAT 
THEY PERCEIVE TO BE STRONG FRENCH-DOMINATED FRANCOPHONE STATES 
SUCH AS IVORY COAST, GABON, AND SENEGAL. 

4. SIERRA LEONE JEALOUSLY GUARDS ITS POLITICAL INDEPENDANCE 
HOWEVER, AND PROBABLY WOULD NOT EASILY ACCEPT NIGERIA ACTING 
AS SPOKESMAN FOR AFRICA UNLESS POSITIONS TAKEN BY NIGERIA 
WE SANCTIFIED BY OAU HEADS OF STATES OR COORDINATED 
BILATERALLY. VIEWED FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF FREETOWN, 

NIGERIA SEEMS TO HAVE FOLLOWED A PRUDENT COURSE IN THIS 
RESPECT. AT LEAST WE KNOW OF NO INSTANCE WHERE SIERRA 
LEONE HAS BEEN UPSET BY NIGERIA'S PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS. 

ON THOSE PUBLIC STATEMENTS MADE BY NIGERIA CONCERNING 
SOUTHERN AFRICAN ISSUES, THE GOSL SEEMS TO BE IN FULL 
ACCORD. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT WERE NIGERIA TO ATTEMPT 
TO ENNUNCIATE FOREIGN POLICY VIEWS, APART FROM SOUTHERN 
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AFRICAN ISSUES, WITHOUT SOME FORM OF CONSULTATION OR 
COORDINATION WITH GOSL, THIS GOVERNMENT IS PERFECTLY 
CAPABLE OF TELLING NIGERIA TO SPEAK FOR ITSELF. 

LINEHAN 
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